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Introduction:

| is a state in eastern India with a diverse population and a rich cultyry) h
West Bengal 15

| tribal communities, including th(? Sant'als, Oraons., Mundas, and oth
home t0 sever\f;v  Bengal play important roles in their communities, often contyj
de;articipating in decision-making processes. '
In many tribal societies in West Bengal, women are responsible for agriculture ang househ)g

ne cooking, cleaning, and caring for children. They may also participate in locg] Markets
o ? y

includi .. . .
chlc;irIT:, IT(I)OdS <uch as vegetables, handicrafts, and traditional medicines. Women often work alongside
:en 1: igields and forests, collecting firewood, fodder, and other resources.

Tribal societies in West Bengal often have a strong sense of commu.nity and collective decisigy.
making. Women may participate in community meet.ings and dec.lslon-m'akmg processes, although thej;
Jevel of participation may vary depending on the specific community and its customs.

However, like many other parts of India, tribal societies in West Bengal also face challenges

related to gender inequality and discrimination. Women may have limited access to education and
healthcare, and may be subject to gender-based violence and other forms of discrimination. The literacy
rate among tribal women in West Bengal is significantly lower than the state average, and they face
barriers in accessing education due to poverty, social norms, and lack of infrastructure. Many tribal
women are also engaged in manual labor or work in informal sectors, and their work is often undervalued
and underpaid.
_ Despite these challenges, several government and non-government organizations are working t0
merc?v? the socio-economic status and empower tribal women in West Bengal through various programs
and initiatives. These initiatives include providing education and vocational training, improving
healthcare facilities, and promoting women's rights and gender equality.

II. .T he status and role of tribal women in West Bengal:
2.1 Tribal Women and Society:

€ritage, The
€r1s. Women

state 1S but;

in tribal societies 1n
household economy an

in the areas of

- - . ., al
knowledge an(:irtztllbased hve'llhoods, and handicrafts. They are also the custodians of t.radmo:n !
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