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COSMOS: An Effortless and Evergrccn Journey on Geo-cnvironmental Track (Volume-iV: 2021-2). 

I. 

2nd Rescarch Bascd Issuc: An Effort from Root Levcl) 

The StatuUs of Tribal Women in West Bengal: A Qualitative. Approach 

Aparesh Mondal 

Assistant Professor and Head, Dept. of Geography, Swarnamoyee Jogendranath 

Mahavidyalaya 
Introduction: West Bengal is a state in eastern India with a diverse population and a rich cultural heritage. The 

in tribal societies in West Bengal play important roles in their communities, often contributing to the 
state is home to several tribal comimunities, including the Santals, Oraons, Mundas, and others. Women 

household economy and participating in decision-making processes. 
In many tribal societies in West Bengal, women are responsible for agriculture and household 

chores, including cooking, cleaning, and caring tor children. They may also participate in Lenold 
traditional medicines. Women often work alongside 

selling goods such as vegetables, handicrafts, and 

men in fields and forests, collecting firewood, fodder, and other resources. 

Tribal societies in West Bengal often have a strong sense of community and collective dert ;. 

making. Women may participate in community meetings and decision-making processes, althouch thei. 

level of participation may vary depending on the specific community and its customs. 

However, like many other parts of India, tribal societies in West Bengal also face challengs 

related to gender inequality and discrimination. Women may have limited access to education and 

healthcare, and may be subject to gender-based violence and other forms of discrimination. The literacy 

rate among tribal women in West Bengal is significantly lower than the state average, and they face 
barriers in accessing education due to poverty, social norms, and lack of infrastructure. Many tribal 
women are also engaged in manual labor or work in informal sectors, and their work is often undervalued 
and underpaid. 

Despite these challenges, several government and non-government organizations are workng t0 
1mprove the socio-economic status and empower tribal women in West Bengal through various prograS 
and initiatives. These initiatives include providing education and vocational training, improviny 
healthcare facilities, and promoting women's rights and gender equality. 
II. 

2.1 Tribal Women and Society: 
The status and role of tribal women in West Bengal: 

Tribal women in West Bengal play a crucial role in the society, particularly in the areas of 
agriculture, forest-based livelihoods, and handicrafts. They are also the custodians of traditional 

knowledge and cultural practices of their communities.In many roles in the family and community. They are often 
tribal societies, women pla 

play important 

food, and the maintenance of the household. They 
responsible for the care of children, the 

preparation of 

crafts and other 

may also be involved in traditional forms of production, such as weaving, pottery, or basket-making. In some cases, Women also participate 
in subsistence activities, such as hunting, fishing, or farming. UG & PG Department of Geography, Bajkul Milani 
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