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Empowering Rural Women Throyg,
Tourism : An Overview

Arpita Majumder
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Abstract
o imegreality 15 o preat hinelr oy,

.Ilr;l mared ..i'l:'i'i-fli"ﬂ'”-'“: COpRiries, l:l I“I'I'Il

for development i Nscrimnation henwet i
bl saciet throughout the world. Women are gy, al

designated ax care giver, fome maker, SOMeone § mother, deaughter Wifp
and so on. Thev have very little freedom 1o spend a rupee withay hir
father or j”‘;_h"li'.]'ﬂgf,—f consent. They have no freedom 1o take deciyigy, for
their life as well . Women empowerment actually means the proe,..
of sirengthening them fo make capable for their own decision makiy,
a5 thev can make capable themselves for their family .communiy
rraditional forces of gender biases and so on. Over decades tourisy
activities and its associated sectors are flourishing over the werly
in many aspect to develop the areas in local level or national leve!
Tourism is using as a tool to empower women and help them iy
increase power and control over nature and natwral resources. Tourism
development can be a grear incentive for development and assist women
for economic, educational, and political empowerment. Tourism offers
many opportunities for developing countries and it can be a machine
far empowering women of rural society. Many couniries are practicing
different kind af tonrism activities and women are participating activel
i thix sector. Of all peaple emploved in the tourism sector 60-70
are women(UNWTC, 2008). This paper tries to show the potentiols
and sweeess of the fowrism activities to empower the rural wome
atong with the role of women in tourism development in sustaing®

ROReR ””“I' WA oy rrﬁ.l".r,.l{a
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Keywords @ Gender Inequality, Women's Empowerment, Tourisi
Develapment, Gender Tourism.
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Heritage Tourism:

A Pathway for Preservation of Ancient Indian Culture

Arpita Majumder®
= Abhstract;

‘1 [ [ 1 man l 1‘-‘]‘“' Cma | | I‘I i 1 h
[if n ]I"d ||‘|l.‘ l-"” 'I.'Il.l:t“I"u' oy - i

imtangble culture i ha Arious s -
..Ir-.'l-hi cie and :ILIHE.'":::'L: :'ll.’rl"tf:ﬂrmulﬁdmwcﬁ of culture Iike Janguage, religon, food
, : as ong ¢ world’s largest collec : ' ik 1
E : cchions ol architectures, seulptyre
pamiimgs. songs, music, dance e I 1himi 1 ] el
: : me diversity of India has evolved m a v
waence of culture all of wh L A TS eyl ved inoan varmanml
" ich reflect the country s rich
_ s rich cultural past Preservat
tangihle and intangible culture ; T o) T
| ol India is getting a ng ¢ i
2 g & g challenge 1o our nation, In orde
e presenve these clemente e e . ; 41l
;I ]I'IL:r |LI _3; |_1HI1||L~H'. J'J'“"”Ll'lth the Ministry of Culture implements a number of schemes
s ~” 'vfljdllnj-'dmunﬁm 15 plaving a grean role 1o preserve the henitage sites incor-
porating the stakcholders which also hel & ' ‘th .
: : ps in-cconomic development of the arc: :
s !h;‘ cOlmilry, 5 h' P “L”

'he architectures of ancient India are the

: “the ol . hertage of our country which 1s the wat-
ness ot the glorious ancient history of aur magmhcent coumtry, There are more than 15

ancrent cultural heritage sites in India recopmised by 1NESC) I this research paper it

s ined to focus on the hentage and cubtural Wunsm and its effocts on preserviation of

ancient heritage sites as well as Indian Culture Tor future to explinn the magestue nstory

ol ancient Indig ' :
h.i.'l Words: Culture. Her iage. Archecture, Touowsm, Preseevation

@lntroduction:

“A nation’s culture resides in the hearts and in the soul of it*s people.”

——  Mahatma Gandhi

Fvery country has s own culture and it also vaned i different pars of the country
which will exhibits the nation's identitv and heritage. “Cultural heritage is the hentage
of tangible and intangible hemage assets o1 3 group or society that s bhernted from
past generations.” (Wikipedia) Heritage 15 1aken as hstory. culture of the land mnowhich
people live and it includes both tangible and intangible elements such a historieal ar-
chitectures including monuments; histornical sites, battle fields, language. religron, liter
3 festvles Bike food, domk amd

" ¥ o 23 T (LT, .I
aliyre. musie. arl. customs "'i-"-l'll:'-"i.' n Aottees, iragional ||

'q!'h"l'lt ik
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Abstract: The state of complete emotion and physical well-being is health,
WHO (1945 state “health is a state of complete physical, mental and social
well-being and not merely the absence of disease or infirmity’. The broad
type of health is physical that mean physical or bodily functions or activity of
working in peak level and mental health is denoted as well while emotional,
social and psychological activity are well being. The virus means poisons
conlain nucleic acid DNA or RNA and an envelope of protein coat. The
viruses also grow in only host cell while their living activities are noted.
The corona virus disease -19 or COVID -19 is a viral infectious disease by
corona virus spreads by droplet of mouth and nose of infected persons, and
Il's grow in throat and infects the target organ lungs including alveoli cells.
The infected persons characterized by fever, dry cough, tiredness, sore
throat, diarrhea, conjunctivitis, headache, loss of taste or smell and serious
s¥mptoms are shortness of breath, chest pain, loss of speech or movement
and death may oceurs, Total death recorded approximately 71,642 in India,
in West Bengal this number is approximately 3,562, and the number of
death in Purba Medinipur district is 11 till the carly month of September,
2020). There is fio proper treatment with co-vaceine, vaccine or medicine
till now. There is best treatment is health awareness, at that time the simple
some faclors or process can prevent this pandemic situation a5 wc_l] nsf
Prevent the spreading of infections of corona virus. These are ||1:11ﬂ[ﬂl::5?{
“eial distance or physical distance (at least 1 meter), use .;.[..]:Ica-:‘;m the
nand sanitizer repeatedly, use of shop and water I'!:n' hand wash, 2 s
"uch your hand in mouth and nose, avoid 5n1ukli1:§ S0 L ﬂn]-:yd:wn can
“Ymploms are found must be appointed with Pl:ysicinﬂ'hTh:tll:::s aclivitics
ZT::::}“ H]'-‘!"l.:a_d Rty Iniactheh; T .n:m! h?:]dllc:::il:laﬁﬂ social distance

an lifestyle, the health awareness mnec < fections that must
ang yge of shop, hand sanitizer depress the spread the i

I ]
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hest suppressant of pandemic. This article SurTounds ,
il 5, immunity and preventive measure of COVIn. g andfﬁlﬂu.
symptom 1
:::;11151 awareness is the best keyword, b

v

Kevwords: COVID-19, Health awareness,

Treatment, Sj'm]j-!lnmr Sociy
distance.
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Introduction

The virus composed by nucleoprotein and capsid of protejp etivelg
while the virus contain nucleic acid DNA then it is calleq DNA ‘finusl
similarly virus contain nucleic acid RNA then it calleg RNA i:'imsj

The virus has both characters while in host or in living body fhe,
they only can replicate their nucleic acid and forms new VIrg gells
but when they in outside of living body there is no replication Process

is noted. In last 2019, a respiratory disease has been first

identiﬁ_.' n
Wuhan city of China

that cause a virus known as coronavins has
symptoms similar to severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS)
and middle east respiratory syndrome. The virus infections rapidly
spread in different countries through droplet of moth or nose andin
early March 2020 the number of infected persons more than 90000

in world and death approximately 3100, the WHO declare pandemic
situation for COVID-19 or SARS-coV-2 (U.S. Department of Health
& Human Services, 2020). The coronavirus which contain RNA
and its target organ for infection in lung include alveoilar cells of
human. The corona virus can produce four proteins by their genome
%€ Nucleocapsid, membrane, spike, envelop protein, out of e
roleocapsid protein very active, attached to RNA of the virts help®
I replication Process of the virus by which the no of the virus i

rapidly increase (Viral Zone, 2020). The target organ of the virus
Is lung include ¢

il
¢2b i the activity °
ACE -2 gr YP¢ 2 bronchiolar cell, there reduced th

ol e
o Elotensin convertj ich is importan
reatment of erting enzyme 2 whi e

e ?t:xai:re acute respiratory syndrome or SARS. Th 2
and at:c?«:f ‘:rmng Are released from the infected cells by €Y

t : ; : =
well ag inf‘egge nmghhﬂnng cells that results the infected %

¢d lung logs the functional activity as well 35 B
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exchange: oxygen deliver to tissues are decrease thep fever, shortness
of b ceath, cou gh efc common symptoms may appear ultimately death

Ul;l,‘-l.lf.r:-.

Symptﬂmi of COVID-19

he symptoms of COVID-19 may appear within 2 — 14 days after
entering the virus into in to body. There is large numbers of symptoms
e fever, cough, tiredness, shortness of breath etc are common,
others symptoms are sore throat, headache, chest pain, weakness,
etc. The physiologically or clinically illness persons e.g. cancer,
COPD, coronary heart disease or CHD, obesity, type-2 diabetes, low
immunity etc has more trends for infections by COVID-19 and there
is more death rate is recorded. In China, 4% children are severely
suffering with COVID — 19. Most of infected patients show the fever,
cough and then others clinical symptoms appear. WHO reported over
30.6 million peoples is infected with COVID — 19 and 950000 people
death in world (CDC, 2020).

Immunity with COVID-19

The immunity is protection system against the antigen or foreign
particles, due to cause of low immunity, there is more chance
infections or diseases in body. The in bom type immunity or innate
mmunity and after born the developed immunity is acquired
immunity, the acquired immunity dividing into cell mediated and
humeral immunity is developed by T and B lymphocyte respectively.
The T cell or T lymphocyte is of two types are CD8+ T-cell or
cylotoxic T-cell and CD4+ T-cell or helper T-ell. The experimental
report shows that COVID-19 infected person is recover while CD4+
T-cell and CD8+ T-cell number 100% and 70% respectively (WHO,
August 2020). The hard immunity persons have fewer tendencies 1o

infect with COVID-19.

Food stuffs with COVID-19
The immunity can be increased by intake of fresh foods, food stuffs
“Ontain vitamin — C, E and zinc enriched e.g. food lemon, green



£

vﬂgelablﬂs, orange. cabbage, tomato, guava, food CEg, fis

cod-liver oil, butter, cereals etc and Zn contain food whey B
¢

meats, shellfish, pumpkin seeds, fruits, vegetables, mﬂshm:n’

spinach, dark chocolate ete. For the good health intake of ﬂli'lirnpﬁ:L
energy with fresh vegetables, fresh food and regular exercige : h
important, there is tendency of disease is decreased, immunpy
high though maintain of plasma cholesterol level, sugar level iig
profile etc (Narayana Health, 2" April 2020). There is large numper,
of food stuffs which increase immunity as well as may preventive g,
infections by corona virus.

Management of COVID-19

There is most powerful way for prevention of spread of COVID-19
is lockdown, through which it is possible to prevention of spread
performed in Indian and other some countries, but there are so
many problems in populations that are more economical problem,
social problem, educational problem etc. The pandemic situation
by COVID 19 in 2020 has effects in socio-economic-education
problem. There is large numbers of production house, plant are close
that results many numbers of labors or stuffs are discharge from job,
their family members are suffering with starvation. The maintain of
social distance or physical distance in outdoor of home for every
individual is important that prevent the rapid spread of the infections.
Now time use of musk and hand sanitizer is latest preventive Way and
with wash hand by use of shop and water. When the co-vaceiné o
vaccine will success able acting in human in prevention of covip-1?
available in health center then the condition totally recover but socic-
Emﬂ?miﬂ-aducatian problem recover time is more long able £ The
previous in all condition. There is require for prevention of infectio”
E?i;:im:i Pi’:’{m to hEﬂltP'l}“ iﬂdi_"-fidual health awarenﬂfi ]::I:h
vitamin and ;Hin: " abﬂ]l + Immunity enhancing foods, In'? {ive
ral enriched food stuffs, symptoms, prever

Ways e.g, o
- Y8 €.8. use of musk and hand sanitizer, maintain physical s
in outdoor ete for COVID. 19 ,

h, Tﬂilk‘

'’
ﬂ Challenges of Online Education during the Crisis of COyrp
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ith Aware
qwareness with COVID - 19

are W0 major types of disease in a community e.g. communi-
jiscase which is spread from infected person to healthy
 such as 2019-nCoV, cbola, hepatitis — B & A, sexually
od discase (STD), rabies, tuberculosis cte cause of pathogen
AUSES: pacteria, fungi and non-communicable which are not spread
erson to another such as cardiovascular disease, coronary
halassemia, anemia, hemophilia, cancer, diabetes etc
{ unhealthy lifestyle, genetically disturbance etc
udith Marein, 2018). The known disease has
is awareness e.g. if the cause of disease

snd prevention i already discover then it can be more preventable
via social awareness. The corona virus is rapidly spread via touch,

droplets of nose and mouth cavity, by maintain social distance
(Minimum 1 meter) it is not spreadable. There must be requiring
reatment in home isolation with normal or medium symploms with
COVID -19 so that the infection not gpread to others members of the

family or persons of the community.

ransiil

form 0NE P
heart diseasts t
which can causc O

(ACPHD, 2020 & ]
qore preventive way that

Conclusion

There are so many hazards of the COVID-19 infected Persof™ and
large number of death is record. The pandemic situation caused by
COVID -19 has not proper treatment as well as proper medicine.
vaceine till now, it is treated by parallel like the treatment of
Meumonia, fever, malaria etc, now @ day’s plasma therapy which
tntzin specific antibody against corona virus is present, in SEVers

EI | " - . =
“uation oxygen therapy is mandatorys but the spread of the mie:,’[‘mn
d maintain the sOME points

5
¢ Pevented only by some awareness an : e
“I'gl use of musk, sanitizer, shop with Wt and maintain physict
Iﬂ'ﬂ'ntﬂr T
H‘:rﬂm“teﬁ
aronavirs lrLcture

rvices, Novel ¢

tes of Hlealth Tuming

s

’*'fr.:a::-.umﬁm“' of Health & Human S¢
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Feminist Qualitative Research on Education: Uncovering Gender | equalitip,

- Sanjit Debnath (saniitkbhs(@gmail.com) |
. Assistant Professor & Head, Department of Sociology N
. Swamamoyee Jogendranath Mahavidyalaya, Amdabad, Purba Medinipur

Abstract: '

Feminist qualitative rescarch has emerged as a powerful _lm! for understanding the iEmpie;
social, cultural and political dynamics that shape educational experiences. Drawing on feminia fheoe..
and methodologies, this approach seeks to uncover the ways in which gender, race, class ang oo
intersecting identities influence the experiences of students and teachers in educational seftings. Thic
article explores the key principles and practices of feminist qualitative research on education including i
forus on empowerment, reflexivity and social justice. Through 2 review of existing literanmre 228 (3o
studies, this article demonstrates how feminist qualitative research can contribute 1o the development o
more equitable and inclusive educational policies and practices.

Keywords: Feminism, Qualitative research, Education, Methods, Positionality, Pedagogy

% Introduction:
In the field of education, feminist qualitative research has become increasingly popular m the las:

few decades. Its fundamental principle is that research should be conducted in & manner thar challengs:
power dynamics and advocates for social justice. At the heart of feminist qualitative research o
education is a commitment to empowerment. This involves not only giving voice 1o those who have beer
traditionally silenced, but also supporting them in their effors 1o challenge oppressive strupcrores md
enact positive change. Through a focus on reflexivity and critical self-awareness. researchers can work
collaborstively with participants to generate knowled

(Donna Haraway, 1988).

Feminist qualitative research commences with the recognition that all knowledge 15 s ©
the physical bodies and subjectivities of individ :
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Ancient Indian Fducation System:
A Comprehensive Study

Sanjit Debnath®

ﬁ;tbasi::iﬁt Indian education system is a rich andri }'ﬂﬂﬂd history that dﬂt?ﬁﬁdbﬂ':k 10.
the Vedic period. 1t is a unique blend of tradition, religion, culture, and knowledge that
has evolved over thousands of years. This academic article aims 1o provide & compre-
hensive study of the ancient Indian education system. This paper will examine the vari-
cus education systems in ancient India, how these systems evolved over different peri-
ods. and the influence of the varnious education systems on [ndlalj soclety. 'T:hﬂ paper
will provide an overview of ancient Indian education systemns In the Vedic period
through the Gupta period, and will discuss the various important aspects of the systems,
such as the curriculum, the role of the Gury, and the development of literature. The arti-
cle will discuss the objectives, principles, and methods of education during each peried
In conclusion, this paper will demonstrate that the various educational systems in an-
cient India were crucial for the development of Indian society, and the varnouns aspects
of the education systems have left a lasting impact on the Indian culture.

Keywords: Ancient India, Education System, Vedic Period, Gurukula.

@lIntroduction:

Education has been an integral part of Indian culture since ancient times, with the
development of various educational systems that have been in place over the centuries.
The extensive timeframe has resulted in a number of multicultural and multireligious
j.if.l'rEpEH:f[I'..-Eﬁ_rJrl r:du_ﬂatmn, that are pﬂma.ﬁl*__\r influenced by the demands of the time. As
mllré:j;LcL]:ul:-lnLu -”Jj;"nm'-rﬂm goals of education, the p&d_ﬂgﬂgiml method, and th; desired
i ave ull changed ‘r’::_t regardless of how distinet they mavy be, the philosephi-
r:rr-larjlff-t.liiwnzngf. :I;f ‘all educitional systems serve as their foundation. In sociology, an-
=-i'1-lll ﬁ-rld I:II1:L‘|IJI-II1|I1.:'|:::.:{|:[II,H!;_Ia bl ﬂ_" LH|Iur?1.] m-,;ﬁ_l:n'aliun, transmission, acculura-
dike, the term -'url;JLthll ':m.l'l- P -""-!Ilplh mw”m': lﬂlli]_ -'"-{'4.‘.4::1'4.11112 o £har
D ot "J. it u.fr"-. o mare or less all human action that produces and pre-

= 10 niher people mther than being, rigorously constramed 1o a few desig-

nated human profeccinne 1 |
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Roy’s The God of Small Things,

Arundhati
Voice of Subaltern Women

e

Swagatalakshmi Basu

wgubalternity” has attained much popularity in Postcolonial social gryg;
The term “Su ty disturbed the doctrinal boundaries ‘:f'

The concept of ‘Subaltermty’ has :
contemporary discourse. As a theoretical venture, subaltern revises and extends ¢,

Marxian proletarian discourse as well as strengthen iFs POSItions based g
poststructuralist concept of difference’. The term Subalternity refers to a conditiog
of subordination brought about by colonisation or other forms of economic, social,
racial, linguistic, gender and cultural domimance The 'Subaltern’ owes its ongin 1o
Antonio Gramsci’s writings and it indicates a subordinate position in terms of caste,
class, gender and culture. Gramsci cnticizes the classical Marxist thinking tha:
culture and ideology are extensions and reflections of the economic reality In
Gramsci's perception, capitalism sustains its exploitation of the subaltern through
the hegemony of culture. He also emphasizes the fact that the nature and structure of
the subaltern consciousness very form one social context to another, owing to the
difference in their experience of capitalist exploitation and the subaltern response o
it. The term ‘subaltern’ is used in the ground of history, geography, sociology and
literary criticism as post-colonial study. Indian scholar Gayatri Chakrobarty Spivak
borrows this term from Gramsci to refer to the unrepresented group of peopic If
society. Indian unconventional writer Arundhati Roy raises her voice for subalter?
women through her masterpiece The God of small Things (1997).

Suzanna Arundhati Roy, one of the ambassadors of the Indian renaissance and
jmciﬂhpnlin'mi activist and famous postcolonial writer of Indo-Anglia Literature, who
is best known for her debut The Grod of small T,lu'ﬂgj {|9‘§i‘}‘} Arundhar: Roy was bordt
24" November 1961, shillong, Meghalaya, India. Roy's father Rajib Roy We
Bengali and mother Mary Roy, a Syrian Christian who worked on women's figh®
Kerala. She spent her childhood in Aymanam in Kerala Roy's literary careef ol
mnterrupted by controversy. Roy's literary output Ia.:gel- s polinicall
oniented nonfiction, addressing the problems faced by tn‘:r}rr homeland in the 36 &

global capitalism. Her publications were: power p olitics (2001), Public in the
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CHAPTER 4

. __--""-,____
Caryl Phillips’s Crossing the River: A
Narratology of Time and Tmtl&ﬂﬂtinna]jsm

..E'Jj-wrgdmfaﬂﬂwif Basu

“Black lake, black boat, rwo black cut-paper people..,
Thetr shadows must cover Canada,
The spirit of blackness 15 in us, 1t s 1n the fishes/ A snay

15 lifting a valedictory, pale hand™.

Sylvia Mlath, Cratsdug the Witer

Tht rerm ‘diaspora’ has been gaining popularity in the academic
world for a long ume, Though histonically the journey of thi
wrird c-:“ﬂ‘.EH:I‘H" ,f}l:_'Hﬂn with the Llj:-;}-]t_-rﬁi; i of JL"".J-'!IH}I P“}Fsh;'_ b
i posteolonial literature the rerm has been shaped by all kans
of migration and dispersion of people that E{}m‘ll']ri:ﬁ{_'ﬁ ot only
migration, but also transnational communiry, rerritonal

MdWVEIC | . TS, (e 4
PEITICTITS "-’n'h“__!'] ]"l'““h i‘ihll”l'!r TEy e FCOTIe I_I:-H_l I_:Ilj'h“ll-[l' (H]

ail'ﬁ.'f‘dl‘!ffr, makes hpitll;d connection and rranscultural msees
Eiaspora i brdging between two or more spaces politcd
culturilly and in the Beld of plobal economy duspora puahes 4
ltabal e berween to countries which makes this discussion 0!
dianp

T st releys g
W/ trelevant trom colunization o j.’.in!:;lila-'-.lll"”'
Whenever L I ETRTE

vl st 1[|'.I-'-|H i lnerature from colomzatt!
s gelisl salizatinn, thy

Vi ik 'h'hhl i Likes 1 [!J:Il.'r.' i L|'!.I"|"”'I
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Friendships beyond Class: Femg), Dec
5

The End of Innocence and Sistey ¢ My :E in |
Ciy
Hiya Chatterjee "

The primary agenda of South Asian If'eminisll scholarship, Since g,
very emergence, has been to carve a nlc‘hr: for itself first to dispel gy,
charges of being a West-derived discourse, much [ike Parth
Chatterjee labels nationalism to be, and second, to estahligy itg
difference from Western hegemonic discourse which mostly tengs o,
homogenize the Third World Woman under a single, monolithc
category. The ‘burden of authenticity’, as Ania Loomba calls i
weighed down on Indian feminism for a long time, until works Like
Susie Tharu and K. Lalitha’s Women's Writings in India offered
evidence that feminist tracts existed in India even before colonial
rule. Moreover, feminist activism in India, during and after colonial
rule was distinct in each region, separately addressing the immediate
and specific needs of each geographical area. Post-independence, one
of the major issues which brought these regional women's
organisations together was the response to the Shiv Sena’s attack on
Deepa Mehta's 1998 film Fire, a pathbreaking film in its depiction of
women’s sexuality and lesbianism. C. Shah remarks that “[tJhe
women's movements were the first to articulate concern over the
Eu”“:;“’: ﬂﬂluﬂ!it}* and the societal constructions of gender and are
e etk apgor o e s’ o

mosexuality has been condemned as a

corrupting |

Elnhj::;ﬁu;nf;u:dnc; huf the West, and as profane products of
_ » tinded by transnationa] 1sati 1

o al organmisations, e

¢ ished that sime-sex love and relat; ool

Oncepts but are inge -

A T ds ; Bral to the Iit:rﬂrf and ¢
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... There was no gradual slope connecting the past with the present.
For that reason, I imagine, the new epoch came in like a flood,
breaking down the dykes and sweeping all our prudence and fear
before it. We had no time even to think about, or understand, what
had happened, or what was about to happen.

—The Home and the World (26

...All that 1s solid melts into air, all that is holy is profaned, and man

is at last compelled to face with sober senses, his real conditions of
life, and his relations with his kind. ..

— The Communist Manifesto (223,

I take as my point of departure a juxtaposition of epigraphs: the first from
Rabindranath’s Ghare Baire in Bangla (written 1915-16, the second from
Surendranath Tagore’s English translation of it (1919, and the third from
Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels's The Communist Manifesto (1848).
While Marx and Engels were obviously writing over half a century before
the ime of the events that Rabindranath's novel is set in, and writing 1n
Europe, what is common to these passages is a reflection on the sudden
dissolution of all familiar modes of being, if it may be put that way. In
other words, these passages capture, for those who articulate them, the
sudden rupture between past and present that the idea of ‘modemity’
represents. As postcolonial scholarship of the last forty years has revealed,
understood in terms of post-Enlightenment projects of emancipation,
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'Pr\"b‘-‘"’-‘".' ratonalism, and so on, modermity” has profoundly transfigured
the culture and politics of the European colonies, and its complex legacies

continue O mtlect postcolonial reality, While The Communist Manifesto

has become a classic descnption of the unfolding of modernity in the
wake of the onward march of capitalism, Ghare Baire has become n its
own nght a classic text of a particular iteration of colonial modernity.
The traught legacies of modernity in the colomal context are many, and
what Ghare Baire becomes a case in point for is the changed modes of
mnumacy in personal relationships that comes hand in hand with the
breaking down of tradinnonal modes of behaviour. Examining the
interspersed narratives of Bimala, Nikhilesh and Sandip, 1 argue that
Bimala's quest for self- making takes the shape of an autobiographical
enterprise, and her struggles in comprehending the complexities of the
dimes she lives in is reflected in her struggles with hife-writing. I examine
the ambivalences that arise out of her writing her narrative chiefly in the
past tense, which is integral to her struggles in life-writing.

The novel was originally written in Bangla and titled Ghare Baire and
was serialised in the Bangla magazine Sabuj Patra from May 1915 to
February 1916 (Radice viiy. Ghare Baire was published in book torm
with cuts in 1916 and in 1920 again with cuts restored (Tagore 211;
Radice viiy. The English translation by Rabindranath’s nephew
Surendranath Tagore appeared as At Home and Outside in the Modern
Review during 1918-19 and was published in book form in Great Britain
by Macmillan in 1919, It is not apparent from the publisher’s imprint of
the Penguin Classics edition of 2003, nor from William Radice’s preface
in the same edition, whether it was the 1919 Macmillan edition that was
named The Home and the World. This essay will take for its texts the
restored Bengali version (and refer to it as Ghare Baire) and the English
text of the Penguin Classics edition of 2005 (and refer to it as The Home
and the World), which is the same as the 1919 Macmullan text.

Comparing Ghare Baire and The Home and the World at a structural
level, ic immediately becomes apparent that the Bangla version has a more
fluid structure and so perhaps, one may say, more charactenstically
Tundn:rnm;, with the three narratives interspersed with each other sans
4y grouping into chapters. The three narratives are called ‘Bimalar
dtmakatha,” “Nikhilesher atmakatha’ and ‘Sandiper armakatha,” with
dtmakatha meaning . . * A 1 - T .

g ‘autobiography’. As rightly suggested by Tapobrata
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Ghosh, the nanung of the narratives as “Bimala’s .*itnry", “Nikhil’s Stnry“
and “Sandip’s Story™, coupled with the grouping of the narratives into
chapters in the English version, takes away from the autonomy of the
characters and imposes, however faintly, a narratorial perspective (Ghoshy,
But yet, it must be acknowledged to Rabindranath’s credit, and to the
credit of the translation, that Bimala, Nikhilesh (though the English
version abbreviates his name to Nikhil, [ will be referring to him by the
longer name) and Sandip do emerge as individual beings by virtue of the
styles of their respective narratives being equally individuated. Even then,
it becomes apparent that Nikhilesh is really the author’s surrogate, as it
were, in the narrative, for Nikhilesh’s views on nationalism come very
close to the author's own. But that is not our main concern here.

Reading the novel in terms of Bimala's self-making, Supriya
Chaudhun argues that The Home and the World belongs to a moment
in Bengali culture when “a shift in the modes of feeling [became] available
to the educated Bengali gentry of the early twentieth century”
(Chaudhuri 45y, Her reading is based on Theodore Zeldin's argument
in An Intimace History of Humanity that “there are styles of feeling, as I
of other aspects of civilised behaviour”, and that when a change in
material conditions necessitates a change of style, a decisive departure from
past forms of expression results, which may be accompanied by “new
techniques of representation, whether in the usages of daily life or in the
mimetic structures of literature and art” (Chaudhuri 45). In Chaudhuri’s
reading, the novel is about coming to terms with new ways of negotiating
intimacy, companionship and desire in personal relationships.

Nikhilesh’s egalitarian outlook is informed by an emancipatory project
for his wife Bimala, and he wishes to be chosen as a companion by her
acting as a free agent, rather than his being imposed upon her in a
conventional marnage. Nikhilesh’s liberal, egalitarian views are evident
in both his and Bimala's narratives, and they impose demands on Bimala
that she clearly finds difficult to cope with (Chaudhuri 48). Especially
towards the beginning of the novel, Bimala keeps regretting time and
again that her husband never allowed himself to be the object of devotion,
and she was never able to practice the idiom of married womanhood that
she was familiar with:

My beloved, it was worthy of you that you never expected worship from me,
But if you had accepted it, you would have done me a real service... (20
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It must be noted that Bimala here addresses her husband on equal terms,
1 the beloved But at the same tme, she 1s also intensely aware that
devotion is part of a mode of behaviour whose time has passed
sreversibly, for only a few paragraphs before she writes:
| have been educated, and introduced to the modern age in its own
language, and theretore these words that | write seem to blush with shame

i their prose setung. Except for my acquaintance with this modern

ctandard of life. 1 should know, quite naturally, that just as my being born

1 woman was not in my own hands, so the element of devotion in woman’s

love is not like a hackneyed passage quoted from a romantic poem to be

piously written down n round hand 1n a schoolgirl's copy-book. (19)
Here Bimala seems to regret the lessons of love that modernity has taught
her, and yet at the same time acknowledges that like some prelapsarian
past, the past mode of behaviour is irrecoverable: for all the use she can
think of devodon, it will nevertheless seem ‘hackneyed’, for she cannot
disavow the new ways of feeling. | read this retrospective frame as what
sets apart Bimala's narrative from the other two, for it enables her to
constantly think of what might have been.

Bimala is the only one of the three who writes in the past tense. |
feel that there is more to this than simply that it indicates that Bimala
survives Nikhilesh who succumbs to his injury cat the end of the novel
we are only told of the injury being serious), and Sandip is gone away.
Satyajit Ray chose to end his 1984 film version with a montage of Bimala
being transformed into a white sari-clad, hair-cropped widow, but I feel
this does not fully accommodate the ambivalences that arise out of
Bimala’s looking back in her narrative. My intention is not to critique
Ray’s interpretation of the text though, which is at least partially a result
of the constraints of the narrative medium of film. [ read the fact that
she alone writes in the past tense, and often resorts to the optative mood,
to indicate that she is much more acted upon than acting, in the present
of the novel, notwithstanding the agency Nikhilesh thinks she can readily
assume by stepping outside the andarmahal to meet people of the outside
world, unlike other women of the houschold, and most women of her
class of her time. Nikhilesh and Sandip, with their contrasting ideologies,
are still acting as free agents, and therefore their narratives can very well
be written in the present tense. ‘Devotion’ is part of a language of love
that Bimala has inherited, which suddenly falls into disuse by virtue of
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Nikhilesh’s distaste for it. Stepping out into the outside world, Bimal, i
suddenly catapulted into being the object of devotion, and his cloquence,
assertiveness and verbal casuistry all translate into a sexual attraction thy,
she mistakes for romantic attachment. As her frenzied affair with Sang;,
progresses, she is not always comtortable with his unnc-:'.f:ssarg,r evVOCations
of physical intimacy in their conversations, but also forgets to remoy,
the dried-up flowers lying before Nikhilesh's picture. Very Pﬂignﬂn[l}fr
it is this neglect of her usual routine that hurts Nikhilesh, even though
he had not cared much for this act before. Even more poignanty, 5
Bimala begins to realise the extent of Sandip’s rapacious greed, and his
glorification of ends over means, she resorts to physical postures of
devoton, wordlessly touching Nikhilesh's feet, and pulling them towards
her before breaking down in tears. Nikhilesh reciprocates wordlessly,
perhaps for once understanding Bimala's gestures of asking forgiveness
and love. The divide between the home and world, which has been
collapsing gradually, dissolves completely as the final crisis arrives, as
Nikhilesh goes out unarmed to quell the unrest while Sandip has already
fled. It is only befitting that 1t 1s Bimala's narrative that caprures this
moment as there is no doubt any longer about who the man of action
15, and her narrative s all about what could have been,

It is in narrating her past that Bimala recuperates her agency, having
achieved a clarity of vision only after herself undergoing, as also causing,
much heartbreak. It is in retrospect that she realises that all that she had
been struggling against was the changed terms of intimacy that nothing
in her prior experience had prepared her to negotiate. The Bimala who
looks back on the Bimala that was, is perhaps better prepared to tackle
the changed, tangled relatonship between the home and the world,
although her dwelling in the optative mood seems to suggest even the
moment of right action has irrevocably passed away. Paradoxically though,
it is this loss of the possibility of right action that has in turn led her to
successfully to wrest a narrative agency for herself, even if only to
articulate her hife-narranve with regret, The retrospective framework of
Bimala's narratve subsumes the other two narratuves, which become
instrumental to hers in a narrative sense, and what she loses by way of
agency i the narrative present, she gains as autobiographical or narranve

agency once the crisis 1s past.
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Professor Ranjan Chakrabarti
Viee-Chanecellor

Date: 26.02.2019

MESSAGE

I am happy to learn that the Department of Sanskrit,
Vidyasagar University, in collaboration with Vidyasagar
University Sanskrit Alumni Association, is going to
organize a Two-day International Conference on
Sabdarthatattva vimarshah to be held on March 5 & 6,
2019 at the University campus.

[ commend the endeavour of the organizers and hope
that the deliberations in the Conference will really be
enriching to all the participants.

I convey my best wishes for the success of the same.

ﬁ-“"‘"—:

(Professor Ranjan Chakrabarti)
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Introduction: ; ja with a diverse population and a rich culturg heritage 7,
West Bengal 15 82 :

10 several tribal communities, including lhf.l' Eantfﬂs, -Drmns: .Mundas* and others. y
sgale 15 humg I_J- et Bengal play important roles in their communities, often “““'-Tibuﬁng %
il participating in decision-making processes. N
household EmuEth ocictics in West Rengal, women are responsible for agriculture ang househgg
gz ::c E;;}'" ;ankiﬁg. cleaning, and caring for chili.:|rrcn. They I.n.ﬂ}r also participate in Joca) Marke;

ing goods <uch as vegetables, handicrafts, and traditional medicines. Women often work alonpsige
:Enmi - elds and foresis, collecting firewood, fodder, and other resources.

Tribal societies in West Bengal often have a Strong sense '3[_‘ community and colleetive decisig.
kine. Women may participate in community meetings and decision-making processes, although theie
level of participation may vary depending on the specific community and its customs.

However, like many other parts of India, tribal societies in West Bengal also face challenges
related to gender inequality and discrimination. Women may have limited access to education and
healthcare, and may be subject to gender-based violence and other forms of discrimination. The literacy
rate among tribal women in West Bengal is significantly lower than the state average, and they face
barriers in accessing education due to poverty, social norms, and lack of infrastructure. Many tbal

women are also engaged in manual labor or work in informal sectors, and their work is often undervalued
and underpaid.

te in eastern Ind

. Despite these challenges, several government and non-government organizations are working °
HHFIE_M_E_% socio-economic status and empower tribal women in West Bengal through various progrms
and initiatives. These initiatives include providing education and vocational training, improviPe
healthcare facilities, and promoting women's rights and gender equality.

I, .The status and role of tribal women in West Ben gal:
L1 Tribal Women and Society:

Tribal women in
agnculture, forest-based
knowledge and cultural
roles in the fam ily and
lood, and the mainten

wﬁ[ Bengal play a crucial role in the society, pﬂﬂiﬂulﬂﬂj" in the ar?"?sﬂ[
I“’Flihﬂﬂda, and handicrafts. They are also the custodians af :
practices of their communities.In many tribal societies, women play ““Fﬂ-
anen of . Lhey are often responsible for the care of children, the o

of the household. They may also be involved in traditional crafts an% - u:

'orms of producti partic
on, .
i subsistenc, aclivin:jch 3 Weaving, poticry, or basket-making. In some cases, Women also
. Slich as ]'I.uﬂlin.g, ﬁshingﬁ or fﬂl'ming
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cOVID-19 PANDEMIC IN INDIA: ITS IMPACT g

NP
FCONOMY AND ENVIRONMENT  CPLE

Aparesh Mondal ’
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Introduction:

he COVID-19 pandemic has had a significant impact
I India, both in terms of public health and the economy hﬂ;
recorded that the cutoff date of September 2021, Ing; had
reported over 33 million cases and over 440,000 deaths dy
COVID-19, making it one of the worst affected countries in
waorld.

The pandemic has also had a significant impact on the India
economy, with many businesses and industries severely affected
Lockdowns and restrictions on movement have led to a decline in
economic activity, particularly in the informal sector, and have hada
major impact on employment.

The healthcare system has also been severely strained by the
pandemic, with shortages of hospital beds, medical equipment, i
personnel. The government has taken several steps to address e
issues, including increasing the number of hospital beds and oxyE
supply, and launching a nationwide vaccination drive. e

The pandemic has also highlighted pre-existing so¢t? g
tconomic inequalities in India, particularly in terms of 3%
healthcare and income disparities. The government has ﬂﬂﬂ;mﬂ.;e.
fg"gal “ilﬂrmf-'ﬂsures. including cash transfers and f?gdﬂa:’;ﬁjh fé
- a]sfﬂf vulnerable populations rfiunng l’ht? pandemic. ; gruf calk

pact of the COVID-19 pandemic on India has beet of pub™®

with the country facing significant challenges in terms

health, the €tonomy, and social inequality.

T it

I i
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mun-ﬁwndly arcas 1o promote social distancing and
(et

et activilies.
M

o COVID-19 pandemic has had a mixed impact on

conment in India. While the temporary improvement in air
 ality is @ positive development, the increase in plastic
Hali:dqlh: disruption of waste management is a cause for
[!'ILT]“" pandemic has highlighted the need for sustainable
s management practices and the need to reduce plastic

jon in India.
pamption 10 Ind

verall, 1

(onclusion: _ o . |
The COVID-19 pandemic had a significant impact on India,

+ilh 2 large number of cases and deaths reported. The country's
iealthcare system was put under immense pressure as the number of
e and deaths continued to rise, but the government and
ksltheare workers worked tirelessly to provide medical care to
paleTis.

The situation in India with COVID-19 is constantly changing,
d Ifs important to stay up-to-date with the latest information and
midelines from the government and healthcare authorities. Vaccines
e been shown to be effective in reducing the risk of severe
Iness and death due to COVID-19, and it's important for eligible
ividuals to get vaccinated as soon as possible.

Pmm;‘}: the pandemic continues to evolve, it's cruciaf! to continue

.*Hnngﬂmmﬂasures to prevent the_sPIEacl of the virus, such as

equeny ?IE‘:S practicing social distancing, and washing hands

(OVID. g ogether, we can work towards controlling the spread of
and protecting ourselves and our communities.

FHE"EIEH
18 Shug,
lm,]:?;l?gﬂ (2021). An analysis of privacy policies of public

A apps: Evidence from IndiaJournal of Public
™ f“"”"‘-}g”ﬂ}\ 312123

L]

4'1h2[f'h,:]ddjhun“ I. R, Mitra, A., Pramanick, P. & Zaman, 5.
sy ITPI’I“"I of C‘;Wlﬂviﬂ related shul.Quwn on
“Urang §, tarbon dioxide level in the city of Kolkata.
Wrnal of Science and Education. 6(3), 84-92.



