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Arundhati Roy’s The God of Small Things,

Voice of Subaltern Women

Swagatalakshmi Basu

T

» has attained much popularity in Postcolonial socia] Studies
alternity’ has disturbed the doctrinal - boundaries of
al venture, subaltern revises and extends tp,
Marxian proletarian discourse as well as strengthen its positions based o
poststructuralist concept of ‘difference’. The term Subalternity refers to a conditiop
of subordination brought about by colonisation or other forms of economic, social,
racial, linguistic, gender and cultural dominance. The ‘Subaltern’ owes its origin to
Antonio Gramsci’s writings and it indicates a subordinate position in terms of caste,
class, gender and culture. Gramsci criticizes the classical Marxist thinking that
culture and ideology are extensions and reflections of the economic reality. In
Gramsci’s perception, capitalism sustains 1ts exploitation of the subaltern through
the hegemony of culture. He also emphasizes the fact that the nature and structure of
the subaltern consciousness very form one social context to another, owing to the
difference in their experience of capitalist exploitation and the subaltern response
1t The term ‘subaltern’ is used in the ground of history, geography, sociology and
literary crit‘icism as post-colonial study. Indian scholar Gayatri Chakrobarty Spivak
bor'rows th1§ term from Gramsci to refer to the unrepresented group of people in
society. Indian unconventiogal writer Arundhati Roy raises her voice for subaltern
women through her masterpiece The God of small Things (1997).

.Suza.npa Arundhati Roy, one of the ambassadors of the Indian renaissance 2%
§ocm-poht1cal activist and famous postcolonial writer of Indo-Anglia Literature, who
is lzest known for her debut The God of small Things (1997). Arundhati Roy was bo™®
24" Ngvember 1961, shillong, Meghalaya, India. Roy’s‘ father Rajib Roy 2 a
Bengali and mother Mary Roy, a Syrian Christian who worked on women's figh :
Kerala. She spent her childhood in Aymanam in Kerala Roy’s literary careef was
mt‘errupted by controversy. Roy’s literary output lar 1' i t:d zyf politi
oriented npnﬁction, addressing the problems faced b g}f ” homel d in the ag¢°
global capitalism. Her publications were: power Polz'zz'csy( 2&3 Ik)l()?ue}i;; polﬁer in the 4

The term “Subalternity

The concept of ‘Sub
contemporary discourse. As a theoretiC
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CHAPTER 4

Caryl Phillips’s Crossing the River. p

Narratology of Time and TransnationaHSm

Swagatalakshmi Basu

“Black lake, black boat, two black cut-paper people. ..
Their shadows must cover Canada.

The spirit of blackness 1s in us, it is in the fishes/A snag
is lifing a valedictory, pale hand”.

Sylvia Plath, Crossing the Water

The term ‘diaspora’ has been gaining popularity in the academic
world for a long time. Though historically the journey of this
word ‘diaspora’ began with the dispersion of Jewish people; but
in postcolonial literature the term has been shaped by all kinds

of migration and dispersion of people that comprises not only
migration, but also transnational community, territorial
movements which gains ability to overcome the obstacle of
distance, makes spatial connection and transcultural issucs
Diaspora is bridging between two or more spaces politico
culturally and in the field of global economy diaspora makes &

olsly < by " o : . . , " ‘
) )5);’.‘ fic l)l Tweeh twi Countries Whl(‘h I’ﬂilk('s (hlS (IISCUSS“)“ ()t

diaspor; st relev: ‘ o ot
Pora most relevant from colonization to globalizatio™
"‘xf}u'nt'vr wee (e ( '
rwe discuss alyout diasporic literature from colonizatio!
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