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Heritage Tourism:

A Pathway for Preservation of Ancient Indian Culture

Arpita Majumder*
®Abstract:

‘\m‘lcn‘! Indian ( ulture made our country incredible with its diverse tangible and
mmnglhl‘c uxlturc. India has various aspects of culture like language, religion, food,
dress. cts. and 1t has one of the world’s largest collections of architectures, sculptures,
pamntings. songs, music, dance etc. Fthnic diversity of India has evolved In a variant
essence of quturc all of which reflect the country’s rich cultural past. Preservation of
tangible and intangible culture of India is getting a big challenge 1o our nation. In order
to preserve these elements the Ministry of Culture implements a number of schemes.
('ultural and hcritagc tourism is playing a great role to preserve the heritage sites incor-
porating the stakcholders which also helps in economic development of the area as well
as the country.

The architectures of ancient India are the heritage of our country which is the wit-
ness of the glorious ancient history of our magnificent country. There are more than 15
ancient cultural heritage sites in India recognised by UNESCO. In this research paper it
is tried to focus on the heritage and cultural tourism and its effects on preservation of
ancient heritage sites as well as Indian Culture for future to explain the majestic history
of ancient India.
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@lIntroduction:

“A nation’s culture resides in the hearts and in the soul of it’s people.”

-—-- Mahatma Gandhi

Every country has its own culture and 1t also varied in different parts of the country
which will exhibits the nation’s identity and heritage. “Cultural Ilcritagc_is the hcri}agc
of tangible and intangible heritage assets of a group or socicty that 1s inherited from
past generations.” (Wikipedia) Heritage is taken as history, culturc of the land in ?'llncb
people live and i1t includes both tangible and.mtanglblc elements such a,xihnstfnm(;. 11
chitectures including monuments, historical sites. _b;ntle ﬁ;lds. language, rchgu?n. 'lTLr-]
aturc. music. art, customs folklore practices. traditional lifestyles like food. drink anc
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